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WASHINGTON, D.C.—Considering 
that imported bikes feed something like 
99 percent of the U.S. market, it’s hardly 
surprising that they make up a substan-
tive portion of bikes shipped from the 
United States, as well.

U.S. exports of adult-sized bikes im-
ported from elsewhere, then re-shipped 
to third countries, were nearly 60 per-
cent higher than exports of U.S.-made 
product through February—12,800 
units versus 8,100.

One big difference in favor of domes-
tically built product: U.S.-made bikes 
were valued at nearly $8.6 million in 
total, $1,059 on average, while the im-
ports’ value was $4.6 million for an av-
erage of $358.

Bikes with wheels less than 25 inches 
in diameter showed a different pattern. 
U.S. brands re-shipped only 1,200 for-
eign-built units versus 2,700 American-
made bikes, but the average values were 
closer at $218 and $239, respectively. 

Exports of foreign-made frames and 
forks made far more modest contribu-
tions, weighing in at only 7,100 kilo-
grams and $574,000 in value ($80 per 
kilo on average), compared with nearly 
115,000 kilograms, $10.87 million and 
$95 per kilo average for the domesti-
cally made stuff.

Canada, logically, is the main desti-
nation for the foreign-built products, 
taking more than 11,700 of the 12,800 
full-sized bikes; 1,000 of the 1,200 small-

wheeled units; and 4,400 kilograms of 
the 7,100 kilos of frames and forks.

U.S.-made frames and forks, mean-
while, continue to produce more rev-
enue than complete bike exports. They 
also showed a 24 percent gain in ki-
lograms and a 37 percent increase in 
total value over shipments during the 
same period last year. Full-sized bicycle 
exports slipped by 16 percent in units 
and 4 percent in value during the same 
period. 
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U.S. Exports: Three-Year Comparison Through February
Grand Totals

 2,071 38 797 4,471 1,325 10 38 6 3,302 522 5,203 12,964 1,094

 2,245 0 340 3,480 650 7 0 44 1,333 1,350 3,384 9,589 -3,375

 2,081 9 572 2,503 182 42 1 0 1,030 1,193 2,448 8,072 -1,517

 823 0 2,125 1,281 16 0 127 0 1 1,834 1,978 8,185 -514

 747 0 583 602 152 0 29 1 10 114 306 2,488 -4,239

 1,008 335 792 241 2 0 0 99 6 173 280 2,699 211

 2,894 38 2,922 5,752 1,341 10 165 6 3,303 2,356 7,181 19,691 580

 2,992 0 923 4,082 802 7 29 45 1,343 1,464 3,690 12,077 -7,614

 3,089 344 1,364 2,744 184 42 1 99 1,036 1,366 2,728 10,771 -1,306

 3% 344% 48% -33% -77% 500% -97% 120% -23% -7% -26% -11% 

 38,925 0 2,371 73,723 10,042 100 740 13,560 28,934 24,450 77,826 202,559 85,231

 10,488 111 485 24,180 5,809 0 3,932 8,593 26,235 9,151 53,720 92,303 -110,256

 10,655 59 869 26,267 3,984 0 2,309 20,316 30,504 17,460 74,573 114,610 22,307

 2% -47% 79% 9% -31% 0% -41% 136% 16% 91% 39% 24%


