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WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. im-
ports, which account for about 99 per-
cent of U.S. bike sales, were up only 
one-quarter of 1 percent last year com-
pared with 2006 and down by 1.5 per-
cent compared with 2003.

The U.S. population grew by 11 mil-
lion people during those intervening 
five years, so in spite of high gasoline 
prices, health issues and environmen-
tal concerns, the ratio of bike sales to 
population actually shrank.

The industry did, however, gain dol-
lars. 

The total value of 2007’s imports hit 
$1.12 billion, a 6 percent gain over 2006 
and nearly 24 percent above the $911.7 
million of 2003.

2007’s average sale prices, compared 
with 2006’s, were down in the road and 
hybrid category but up in the 26-inch 
group. This could possibly signal a 
mass-market trend away from moun-
tain and comfort in favor of lower-end 

hybrids and 700C models.
The 20-inch category dropped by 7 

percent to its lowest average sale price 
in the past five years, whereas the aver-
age price of a kids’ sidewalk bike was 
up by nearly that same percentage. 

The lead paint and toxin scare mo-
tivated the Chinese government to 
require independent testing of kids’ 
bikes for toxicity, a process that slowed 
late-season deliveries. 

That may account for the lower num-

ber of imports in the tots’ bike category, 
with a shift to 20-inch models and the 
resulting 10 percent increase in units 
and lower prices there. 

Imports of 24-inch-wheeled bikes 
plopped, but at $60, the per-unit value 
is way up compared with the $54 of 
2006 and the $48 of 2003. 

This may be an indication that sup-
pliers are adding features such as 
multi-speed drivetrains and front sus-
pension. 

Trade Watch

Bike Imports Flat, Not Keeping Pace with Population

U.S. Bicycle Imports Through December 2007 Year-to-Date
Commerce Numbers China Taiwan Canada  Italy  Other  Total Change Percentage Value C.I.F. Unit Value
Kids’ 2005 5,951,900 82,172 3 2 2,859 6,036,936 1,457,016 32% 152,750,646 25.30
2006 5,449,537 54,172 12 105 9,850 5,513,676 -523,260 -9% 134,677,469 24.43
2007 5,397,368 24,797 0 399 4,049 5,426,613 -87,063 -2% 141,494,076 26.07

20” , 2005 5,376,223 249,018 0 51 3,830 5,629,122 459,857 9% 210,025,011 37.31
2006 4,773,304 110,434 0 2 11,872 4,895,612 -733,510 -13% 190,241,201 38.86
2007 5,316,424 84,061 60 17 4,428 5,404,990 509,378 10% 194,461,686 35.98

24”, 2005 1,738,861 74,697 4,034 2 5,026 1,822,620 -5,160 0% 89,097,295 48.88
2006 1,647,533 56,926 3,181 0 6,466 1,714,106 -108,514 -6% 93,264,138 54.41
2007 1,223,534 31,113 2,658 0 2,134 1,259,439 -454,667 -27% 75,636,836 60.06

Mtn, Comfort, 2005 4,712,731 411,904 4,520 202 15,737 5,145,094 15,854 0% 447,176,898 86.91
2006 4,813,102 255,091 3,388 63 8,516 5,080,160 -64,934 -1% 426,688,333 83.99
2007 4,612,401 286,189 4,190 115 15,655 4,918,550 -161,610 -3% 459,344,590 93.39

27”, 700C, 2005 457,699 286,674 1,769 3,124 2,373 751,639 250,145 50% 221,165,415 294.24
2006 480,582 285,074 1,400 3,264 6,489 776,809 25,170 3% 212,082,733 273.02
2007 682,553 255,919 877 9,957 9,322 958,628 181,819 23% 247,601,229 258.29

Other, 2005 195,999 13,386 361 711 19,540 229,997 -855,523 -79% 14,554,731 63.28
2006 53,239 12,858 219 1,932 13,710 81,958 -148,039 -64% 4,317,539 52.68
2007 110,809 19,859 64 903 9,198 140,833 58,875 72% 8,458,788 60.06

Totals ’05 18,433,413 1,117,851 10,687 4,092 49,365 19,615,408 1,290,481 7% 913,604,581 46.58
Totals ’06 17,217,297 774,555 8,200 5,366 56,903 18,062,321 -1,553,087 -8% 1,061,271,413 58.76
Totals ’07 17,343,089 701,938 7,849 11,391 44,786 18,109,053 46,732 0% 1,126,997,205 62.23
Difference ’06/’07 125,792 -72,617 -351 6,025 -12,117 46,732   65,725,792 
Percent Change, ’06-’07 1% -9% -4% 112% -21% 0%   6% 


