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WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. bike 
makers might be a bit taken aback by 
the 20 percent drop in adult-sized bi-
cycle exports in 2008’s opening month, 
but can balance that with a look at the 
bikes’ average values and the season-
opening upswing in frame and fork 
shipments.

The 4,000 full-sized, U.S.-made bikes 
that exporters shipped in January is 
the lowest number to date in this still-
young century, but the average sale 

price cracked the $1,000 mark with 
eight bucks to spare—a smooth century 
note above last January’s mark and $160 
over 2007’s full-year average.

Overall, however, the gain in average 
price was not enough to offset the drop 
in total value for the category, which in-
cludes all bikes with wheel sizes greater 
than 25 inches in diameter. That was 
down by 11 percent to slightly more 
than $4 million, according to U.S. Com-
merce Department figures.

Frame-fork combinations have been 
generating more revenue than bicycle 
exports for several years now, and Janu-
ary exports produced increases in vol-
ume, average price and total value. Ship-
ments totaled nearly 58,000 kilograms 
in January, a gratifying 41 percent jump 
over the same month in ’07, and total 
value jumped an even more satisfying 
62 percent to $5.4 million. The average 
per-kilogram price was $93, 15 percent 
above January 2007’s, and a $4 tick up 

from full-year 2007’s.
The other export bike category, which 

includes all those with wheel sizes less 
than 25 inches in diameter, was flat. 
Here again, however, the dollar num-
bers had to please bike manufacturers. 
Although the unit numbers in this cat-
egory ceased being impressive nearly a 
decade ago, the average sale price for 
January hit $241, up from $202 the 
previous January and $207 for full-year 
2007. 
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Frame-Fork, Adult Bike Prices Open 2008 on High Note
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U.S. Exports: Three-Year Comparison Through January
Grand Totals

 929 17 395 1,032 781 0 0 0 1,026 326 2,133 4,800 -2,127 4,433,731 

 1,094 0 279 1,752 431 7 0 43 977 359 1,817 5,064 264 4,597,028

 940 0 245 1,446 70 13 1 0 583 429 1,096 4,048 -1,016 4,079,676

 426 0 1,305 141 1 0 2 0 1 100 104 2,496 -975 435,164

 357 0 540 113 83 0 0 0 4 0 87 1,217 -1,279 246,028

 426 0 493 186 2 0 0 91 0 34 127 1,244 27 299,905

 1,355 17 1,700 1,173 782 0 2 0 1,027 426 2,237 7,296 -3,102 4,868,895

 1,451 0 819 1,865 514 7 0 43 981 359 1,904 6,281 -1,015 4,843,056

 1,366 0 738 1,632 72 13 1 91 583 463 1,223 5,292 -989 4,379,581

 -6% 0% -10% -12% -86% 86% 0% 112% -41% 29% -36% -16%  -10%

 17,514 0 355 37,805 4,135 100 465 5,181 13,774 4,011 27,666 87,830 23,403 3,941,697

 3,178 111 413 13,890 2,442 0 2,280 6,264 7,182 3,100 21,268 41,173 -46,657 3,330,841

 6,127 0 311 13,842 2,053 0 907 12,654 14,319 6,702 36,635 57,923 16,750 5,403,671

 93% -100% -25% 0% -16% 0% -60% 102% 99% 116% 72% 41%  62%

Unit Change


