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Trade Watch

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Skinny-
tired bikes are rolling in from Taiwan 
and China in increasing numbers, sus-
taining double-digit growth.

U.S. Department of Commerce fig-
ures show road imports through Au-
gust topped 680,000 units. The catego-
ry, which includes hybrids, is not only 
at 40 percent more than during the 
first eight months of last year, it’s also 
the highest eight-month total ever.

Whether the skinny-tired bikes are 

rolling out as fast as they’re rolling in 
is a problematical question, since some 
sell through chain and mass merchants 
rather than independent retail shops.

One hint, though, is from BPSA 
reports that road bike shipments to 
independent retailers were at 187,000 
units through August, off by 11 per-
cent, while hybrid shipments were up 
3.6 percent to 301,000 bicycles. The 
two categories’ combined shipments 
were off by almost 3 percent. However, 

suppliers reported just 120,000 road-
hybrids in inventory, compared with 
167,000 at this time last year.

Although BPSA members break out 
road from hybrid, government officials 
do not. International product import 
codes corral drop-bar and flat-bar 
road with hybrid and other skinny-
tired bikes.

Overall, imports ticked down 1 per-
cent after being up 5 percent at mid 
year. Dragging the numbers down are 

tots’ bikes (off 400,000 units and 11 
percent after having been up 4 percent 
at mid year) and 24-inch bikes, which 
have been off by more than 20 percent 
all year.

Twenty-inch bikes are still up 7 per-
cent, good but not as good as the mid-
year 11 percent jump. Mountain and 
comfort bikes were off for full-year 
2006 but have stabilized, up 1 percent 
through August compared with 4 per-
cent at the end of June.

Road Imports Up 40 Percent, but IBD Shipments Down 

U.S. Bicycle Imports Through August 2007 Year-to-Date
Commerce Numbers China Taiwan Canada Italy Other  Total Change Percentage Value C.I.F. Unit Value

Kids’, 2005 3,957,649 54,894 1 2 1,830 4,014,376 1,133,570 39% 100,822,327 25.12
2006 3,544,275 33,134 10 105 7,923 3,585,447 -428,929 -11% 86,769,616 24.20
2007 3,168,818 11,377 0 0 2,960 3,183,155 -402,292 -11% 83,179,998 26.13

20”, 2005 3,628,425 187,545 0 3 2,521 3,818,494 694,369 22% 142,047,943 37.20
2006 3,140,171 77,765 0 2 10,292 3,228,230 -590,264 -15% 123,824,558 38.36
2007 3,416,249 35,742 0 1 2,188 3,454,180 225,950 7% 121,484,672 35.17

24”, 2005 1,265,773 60,630 1,421 1 320 1,328,145 77,807 6% 63,504,827 47.81
2006 1,133,588 41,635 1,275 0 6447 1,182,945 -145,200 -11% 63,524,481 53.70
2007 902,118 24,618 1,849 0 1884 930,469 -252,476 -21% 55,885,826 60.06

Mtn, Comfort, 2005 3,439,610 332,190 3,480 49 11,353 3,786,682 131,810 4% 324,216,524 85.62
2006 3,399,225 170,639 2,985 46 6,268 3,579,163 -207,519 -5% 293,093,568 81.89
2007 3,419,566 182,052 3,555 112 9,709 3,614,994 35,831 1% 317,425,264 87.81

27”, 700C, 2005 303,495 197,174 1,521 2,025 1,217 505,432 237,271 88% 141,297,628 279.56
2006 306,977 172,196 1,281 1,507 4,381 486,342 -19,090 -4% 134,280,060 276.10
2007 500,930 170,415 652 5,130 5,337 682,464 196,122 40% 167,177,848 244.96

Other, 2005 179,121 7,642 24 308 8869 195,964 -196,906 -50% 13,349,651 68.12
2006 25,083 10,972 9 590 12,263 48,917 -147,047 -75% 2,694,844 76.10
2007 50,899 9,634 58 890 8,239 69,720 20,803 43% 3,428,076 49.17

Totals ’05 12,774,073 840,075 6,447 2,388 26,110 13,649,093 2,077,921 18% 785,238,900 57.53
Totals ’06 11,549,319 506,341 5,560 2,250 47,574 12,111,044 -1,538,049 -11% 704,187,127 58.14
Totals ’07 11,458,580 433,838 6,114 6,133 30,317 11,934,982 -176,062 -1% 748,581,684 62.72
Difference ’06-’07 -90,739 -72,503 554 3,883 -17,257 -176,062   44,394,557 
Percentage Change,’06-’07 -1% -14% 10% 173% -36% -1%   6%  


