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U.S. Bicycle Imports Through April 2007 Year-to-Date
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Import Numbers Steam Along, but 24-Inchers Left at Station

WASHINGTON, D.C.—This year’s
imports seem reminiscent of “The Lit-
tle Engine that Could.”

Compared with the same periods in
’06, import numbers chugged out of
the station with a 3 percent loss in Jan-
uary, gained some traction and were
up by 4 percent in February, slowed
a bit to plus 3 percent through March
and steamed up to a 6 percent gain
through April.

Tots’ bikes, although down by 19 per-

cent in January, have recovered to run
ahead of last years’ numbers by 7 per-
cent through April. The 20-inch cate-
gory, down a single percentage point in
January, has pulled ahead by 9 percent.

Somehow, though, 24-inch bikes
never left the station. Theyve been
down by about a third or more all year.

Road bikes continue to be a growth
leader, up by nearly half through the
first third of the year. While account-
ing for only 6 percent of total import

units, the category tallied more than
24 percent of the total value. Atypi-
cally, however, their average value fell
$50, the first time that indicator has
been below $300 for several years.
Taiwanese bike builders absorbed
some of that average sale price hit:
ASP for an imported Taiwanese road
bike through April of 06 was $549, a
hundred-dollar bill and change ahead
of this year’s $457. Average price for
Chinese-built road bikes edged up by

a 10-spot, from $167 to $177, during
the comparable periods.

Mountain, comfort and cruiser
bike numbers have been up all year.
Although not as robust as when it re-
juvenated the industry a few decades
ago, the mountain bike category re-
mains a bread-winner: the wide-tired
category accounted for very nearly
30 percent of units and more than 41
percent of the total value of imports
through April. BRAIN



