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WASHINGTON, D.C.—Although 
average sale prices have slipped as 2008 
progresses, first-half export data still 
shows that U.S.-made adult bicycles 
and, possibly, frames are on track to set 
record prices this year.

U.S. Commerce Department reports 
through June showed that exports of 
adult-sized, complete bicycles had 
slipped by about 1,800 units (6 percent) 
compared with first-half 2007’s 28,000 
bikes. The revenue generated, however, 

was up 12 percent to $25.6 million. The 
average freight on board sale price for 
cumulative exports through June sat at 
$974, down from $1,067 at the end of 
March but well ahead of 2007’s $848.

Frame-fork combinations, in contrast 
with bicycle exports, grew 3 percent in 
volume. The most significant jumps 
were in shipments to Germany and the 
Netherlands. 

Frames’ per-kilogram average value 
seems to be stable, and any end-of-year 

gain will likely be small. Average price 
was $90 at the end of June, $91 at the 
end of March and $89 for full-year 2007. 
Those incremental export and average 
prices add up, however: frame-fork ship-
ments’ total value through June neared 
$36.9 million, up 21 percent compared 
with the same period last year. 

U.S. brands’ shipments of made-in-
USA small-wheeled bikes (wheel sizes 
smaller than 25 inches) were virtually 
unchanged from first-half ’07 at 12,000 

units. Per-unit averages slipped from 
$225 then to $212 in mid-year 2008. 
That pulled the total value down by 6 
percent to $2.6 million.

Foreign-made products imported for 
re-export are a significant contributor. 
Through June, they included 36,000 
full-sized bikes (total value $13.5 mil-
lion, ASP $374); 5,800 small-wheeled 
bikes ($1.1 million, $192) and 37,000 
kilos of frames and forks ($2.9 million, 
$79).
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Bicycle Exports Still Slipping; Frame Shipments Go Up

Bicycles 
with tires 
smaller 
than 25”

2006

2007

2008* 

Bicycles 
with tires 
larger
than 25” 

2006

2007

2008* 
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U.S. Exports: Three-Year Comparison Through June
Grand Totals

 11,277 38 1,968 11,150 2,059 122 38 200 4,324 2,479 9,222 34,274 -12,101

 11,042 0 1,559 7,151 1,243 61 2 177 3,555 2,535 7,573 28,112 -6,162

  10,075   42   1,635   6,636   513   233   21   79   1,721   3,590   6,157   26,315  -1,797

 5,652 0 6,016 2,112 238 0 177 162 1 2,712 3,290 18,009 -1,375

 4,493 40 3,009 1,689 542 0 59 138 28 1,287 2,054 12,343 -5,666

 5,734 383 2,965 1,487 106 24 70 175 74 850 1,299 12,315 -28

 16,929 38 7,984 13,262 2,297 122 215 362 4,325 5,191 12,512 52,283 -13,476

 15,535 40 4,568 8,840 1,785 61 61 315 3,583 3,822 9,627 40,455 -11,828

 15,809 425 4,600 8,123 619 257 91 254 1,795 4,440 7,456 38,630 -1,825

 2% 963% 1% -8% -65% 321% 49% -19% -50% 16% -23% -5% 

 109,847 3,291 3,522 162,951 37,880 100 4,046 27,330 87,678 50,209 207,243 505,888 -11,748

 40,990 150 3,050 171,841 17,250 8 8,651 32,545 79,715 33,057 171,226 396,626 -109,262

 39,811 177 4,808 102,301 24,251 142 8,607 56,624 105,770 41,726 237,120 408,469 11,843

 -3% 18% 58% -40% 41% 1675% -1% 74% 33% 26% 38% 3%


