
www.bicycleretailer.com                                                                               Bicycle Retailer & Industry News • May 1, 2009    45

WASHINGTON, D.C.—With the 
Chinese New Year falling on the third 
week of January, suppliers were under 
pressure to move bikes before factories 
shut down for the holiday. Still, imports 
fell 5 percent in January, according to 
Commerce Department figures. 

While suppliers may have been leery 
of importing large numbers of kids’ 
bikes given the Feb. 10 deadline to meet 

new CPSIA lead requirements, this 
wasn’t reflected in the numbers. Im-
ports of kids’ bikes were up 25 percent 
over the same month last year. 

The only other category to post 
growth was road imports, up 49 percent 
though the average unit value was down 
to $308 from $327 the year before. Im-
ports of all other categories were down.

Importers brought in 636 high-end 

frames from China with an average unit 
value at the dock of $1,957, which is 
substantially higher than the 452 frames 
from France that averaged $1,404 each 
or 319 frames from Italy that aver-
aged $1,737. For comparison, the 1,292 
frames imported from Taiwan averaged 
$877 each. 

The bulk of these frames from China, 
France and Italy are probably carbon 

fiber, given their average cost, but who 
would have thought a supplier could 
source a carbon fiber frame produced 
in Europe at a lower cost than China?

Mountain bike imports included 100 
complete bikes from Argentina with an 
average value of $159 each, and another 
111 from France with an average value 
of $558. The 190 mountain bikes from 
Canada averaged $1,093 each.

Trade Watch
U.S. Bicycle Imports Through January 2009 Year-to-Date

January Imports Down Overall But Kids’, Road Categories Up 

Commerce Numbers China Taiwan Canada Italy Other  Total Change Percentage Value C.I.F. Unit Value

Kids’ 2007 223,754 2,270 0 0 0 226,024 -53,608 -19% 6,074,096 26.87
2008 246,946 1,746 0 1 988 249,681 23,657 10% 6,690,182 26.79
2009 310,495 1,204 0 0 0 311,699 62,018 25% 8,021,701 25.74

20”, 2007 277,678 7,058 0 0 444 285,180 -2,626 -1% 11,400,573 39.98
2008 331,905 6,117 0 0 0 338,022 52,842 19% 13,597,399 40.23
2009 232,012 2,726 0 0 0 234,738 -103,284 -31% 9,464,164 40.32

24”, 2007 53,828 957 614 0 0 55,399 -31,515 -36% 4,333,777 78.23
2008 73,264 2,547 673 0 2 76,486 21,087 38% 4,779,762 62.49
2009 30,017 458 7 0 0 30,482 -46,004 -60% 1,953,340 64.08

Mtn., Comfort, 2007 344,680 23,596 82 0 554 368,912 33,737 10% 37,335,718 101.20
2008 350,035 33,128 254 0 1,366 384,783 15,871 4% 40,366,494 104.91
2009 340,308 37,450 190 0 1,796 379,744 -5,039 -1% 48,833,940 128.60

27,” 700C, 2007 62,561 21,067 39 314 297 84,278 13,209 19% 20,917,991 248.20
2008 56,113 25,904 16 270 924 83,227 -1,051 -1% 27,246,496 327.38
2009 84,218 37,814 34 2 1,869 123,937 40,710 49% 38,215,008 308.34

Other 2007 12,376 519 2 0 556 13,453 9,764 265% 516,216 38.37
2008 1,159 716 4 252 1 2,132 -11,321 -84% 142,109 66.66
2009 1,661 3 1 0 121 1,786 -346 -16% 99,827 55.89

Totals ’07 974,877 55,467 737 314 1,851 1,033,246 -31,039 -3% 80,578,371 77.99
Totals ’08 1,059,422 70,158 947 523 3,281 1,134,331 101,085 10% 92,822,442 81.83
Totals ’09 998,711 79,655 232 2 3,786 1,082,386 -51,945 -5% 106,587,980 98.48
Difference ’08/’09 -60,711 9,497 -715 -521 505 -51,945   12,244,071 
Percentage Change, ’08/’09 -6% 14% -76% -100% 15% -5%   13%


