
www.bicycleretailer.com                                                                               Bicycle Retailer & Industry News • November 1, 2008    43

Peloton Cycles Opens Green Concept Store 
FORT COLLINS, CO—When Trent Schilousky decided to open a second Pelo-

ton Cycles store in Fort Collins, Colorado, his priority was to make the shop fit in 
with its eco-conscious surroundings. The 8,000-square-foot Specialized concept 
store was constructed using environ-
mentally sustainable practices and 
materials, and is awaiting platinum 
LEED (Leadership in Energy and En-
vironmental Design) status. “Being a 
leader in eco-consciousness has been 
important to me for a long time and 
I’m extremely proud to have reflected 
it in this type of manner,” Schilousky 
said. The shop uses bamboo flooring in the apparel and equipment areas and dual 
switching compact fluorescent fixtures. The floor plan allows natural light to il-
luminate 75 percent of the regularly occupied spaces without additional electric 
lighting. The plumbing fixtures save 42 percent more water than a standard build-
ing meeting local code; white reflective membrane asphalt shingles and metal 
technology roofing reduce the heat island effect and minimize cooling require-
ments; and air handling units supply outside air to cool the building. “Peloton Cy-
cles decreased their electricity use by 45 percent, decreased their water use by 42 
percent and used 34 percent recycled content for the building,” said Jesse Porter, 
western regional manager for Specialized. “This is a great example of the things 
that we can all do to increase awareness and decrease our carbon footprint.” The 
store opened in August.

 

Civia Cycles Launches Online Cycling League
BLOOMINGTON, MN—Civia Cycles, a company devoted to making trans-

portation-oriented bikes, created a new online community this fall to help pro-
mote the bike’s utilitarian uses. Greenlight (www.greenlightride.com) allows users 
to log their commuter miles and set personal goals with a personal trip tracking 
system. Riders can create or join a bicycle league, where teams compete to ride 
the most miles. The site also has a community forum where riders can share cy-
cling stories, discuss apparel, learn about equipment options and smack-talk other 
teams. “We want to provide more than just a mileage calculator,” said Scott Thayer, 
Civia brand manager. “Greenlight is about riding your bike, meeting new friends, 
crushing your opposition and having a blast doing it.” Greenlight was inspired by 
the Commuter Bicycle League created last year by QBP, Civia’s parent company. 
“Participation in the league got QBP commuters riding nearly twice the mileage 
in the first year, so we saw potential to increase riding through a consumer-based 
online league,” Thayer said. Greenlight went live at Interbike.  

Sustainable Travel Promotes Ride Local Drive
BOULDER, CO—Sustainable Travel International is promoting Ride Local, a 

campaign that informs the public about the benefits of cycling and helps consumers 
identify bicycle manufacturers, bike shops and touring companies who are com-
mitted to sustainability. By pointing out their competitor’s commitments, compa-
nies are encouraged and empowered to become socially responsible, and cyclists 
are empowered to support them. “Prompted by gas prices, climate change, energy 
security and personal health, more people are considering cycling and other trans-
portation alternatives,” said Brian T. Mullis, president of Sustainable Travel Inter-
national. “We wanted to support those decisions with the launch of the Ride Local 
campaign because those cyclists can make a positive impact on our environment.” 
The Ride Local Web site features only bicycle manufacturers, bicycle shops and 
tour providers that have implemented sustainable business practices. “By demand-
ing and expecting sustainability industry-wide, bicyclists can prompt consumer-
driven companies to begin offering more environmentally friendly products,” said 
Tony Ellsworth, owner of Ellsworth Bicycles. For more, visit www.ridelocal.org.  

Green Notes
League Recognizes Bike Friendly Businesses

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Clif Bar, Quality Bicycle Products, Alta Planning and 
Design and Landry’s Bicycles earned the first gold-level Bicycle Friendly Business 
designations at Interbike. The League of American Bicyclists launched the Bicycle 
Friendly Business program to assist companies and organizations in developing 
bicycle commuting programs and incentives for their employees and recognize 
them for their efforts to promote bicycling. Around 20 companies applied this year 
in the first round of applicants. Andy Clarke, the League’s president, said he was 
particularly pleased to see the diversity of companies that applied, from inside and 
outside the industry. The League recognized 13 businesses from across the coun-
try—from natural food manufacturers to planning and design firms to indepen-
dent bicycle dealers. League staff will offer the same kind of feedback to businesses 
that it offers to its Bicycle Friendly Community applicants on how to earn recogni-
tion and improve upon their rankings. “We are delighted to launch this exciting 
BFB program at Interbike and to be able to recognize the efforts of some incredible 
companies—both within and outside the bicycle industry—with our first round 
of awards,” Clarke said. “These companies are offering their employees the kind of 
benefits and quality of life improvements that are priceless in terms of loyalty, pro-
ductivity and the environment. They are also delivering real bottom-line benefits 
by having fitter and healthier staff.” 

Trek Funds Freiker Bike-to-School Program
BOULDER, CO—Trek Bicycle Corporation, through its 1 World 2 Wheels initia-

tive, made a major grant to Freiker, Inc., a bike-to-school program based in Boul-
der, Colorado. Freiker, short for “Frequent Biker,” will use the grant to expand its 
program to communities and school systems hungry for a proven approach to get-
ting kids to ride bikes to school. “With Trek’s support, we’ll be able to expand into 
more communities across the country resulting in more riding, fewer car trips, and 
healthier kids,” said Zach Noffsinger, Freiker’s executive director. Freiker is a tech-
nology-enabled program that has been operating for the past four years at schools 
in Boulder and Longmont, Colorado. Participating students made over 27,000 
round trips to school in 2008. This year, Freiker has added programs in Madison, 
Wisconsin, and Eugene, Oregon. The Freiker program makes biking to school both 
safe and rewarding. Freiker provides an automated and reliable method of counting 
each ride, tracking results and distributing incentive awards to riders. Freiker also 
has earned funding through the national Safe Routes to School program. “This is 
exactly the sort of program 1 World 2 Wheels is proud to support,” said Rebecca 
Anderson, Trek’s director of advocacy. “It gets kids riding, provides measurable 
results and energizes the school community. I’ve seen it work, and it’s terrific.” 

National Coalition Hires Campaign Director
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Caron Whitaker is the new campaign director for 

America Bikes, the coalition of national cycling and trail advocacy groups. Amer-
ica Bikes is working to improve funding and policy support of bicycling in the 
federal transportation bill, which is due to be renewed next September. Whitaker 
will coordinate the efforts of America Bikes over the next several years as the fed-
eral transportation legislation takes form. America Bikes was influential in shaping 
the current bill, known as SAFETEA-LU, and helping to secure $4.5 billion for cy-
cling and walking programs including the national Safe Routes to School program. 
Whitaker brings extensive grassroots organizing and policy development experi-
ence to the role. Most recently, she served as director of community engagement 
for the National Wildlife Federation. She also has a background in land use and 
community planning. She holds a master’s degree in environmental management 
from Duke University and a bachelor’s degree from Williams College. She is an avid 
bicycle commuter and recreational rider. “We are delighted to have Caron on our 
team,” said Randy Neufeld, chair of the board of America Bikes and a senior policy 
advisor for the Chicagoland Bicycle Federation. “Caron will help the cycling com-
munity reach even greater heights on Capitol Hill and nationally.”

Advocacy Briefs


