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WASHINGTON, D.C.—High inven-
tory levels and the uncertain enforce-
ment of lead limits set by the Consumer 
Products Safety Improvement Act (CP-
SIA) led to suppliers importing 31 per-
cent fewer bikes in February. In January 
imports were off by only 5 percent.

U.S. Commerce Department reports 
show the value of imports for the first 
two months this year is down 13 per-

cent, much less than the unit decline. 
The average unit value of a bike import-
ed this year is $100, up 28 percent over 
last year’s $78 average value.

The higher unit value reflects higher 
raw material costs and suppliers bring-
ing in higher value bikes. Since the spe-
cialty channel’s bike volume is small, the 
higher value imports are headed to mass 
and sporting goods retailers.

The 20-inch and 24-inch categories 
posted the largest drop, down 48 and 74 
percent, respectively. Imports in the two 
categories are down 478,317 units com-
pared with the same period last year.

Imports of 26-inch mountain and 
comfort bikes were down 29 percent 
though the average unit value of those 
bikes was up 29 percent. The only im-
port categories to post a drop in average 

unit value were 20-inch and the “other” 
category.

Imports from Canada dropped 72 
percent, with the bulk of the shortfall 
in the 26-inch and 24-inch categories. 
Imports from Italy and other European 
countries were down as well. 

Imports from China were down 33 
percent; imports from Taiwan were 
down 16 percent. 

Trade Watch
U.S. Bicycle Imports Through February 2009 Year-to-Date

Imports Drop Accelerates In February, Down 31 Percent

Commerce Numbers	 China	 Taiwan	 Canada	 Italy	 Other 	 Total	 Change	 Percentage	 Value C.I.F.	 Unit Value
Kids’, 2007	 581,476	 6,310	 0	 0	 0	 587,786	 -21,204	 -3%	 16,128,586	 27.44

2008	 593,936	 4,500	 0	 2	 997	 599,435	 11,649	 2%	 15,829,861	 26.41

2009	 527,481	 1,788	 24	 0	 7	 529,300	 -70,135	 -12%	 14,363,029	 27.14

20”, 2007	 617,585	 10,467	 0	 0	 444	 628,496	 44,547	 8%	 24,100,223	 38.35

2008	 694,604	 12,068	 0	 0	 1,253	 707,925	 79,429	 13%	 28,973,250	 40.93

2009	 361,930	 4,222	 0	 0	 0	 366,152	 -341,773	 -48%	 14,320,541	 39.11

24”, 2007	 140,378	 6,648	 1,364	 0	 1	 148,391	 -93,604	 -39%	 10,700,606	 72.11

2008	 160,451	 23,168	 1,150	 0	 572	 185,341	 36,950	 25%	 11,423,712	 61.64

2009	 47,576	 1,131	 29	 61	 0	 48,797	 -136,544	 -74%	 3,110,549	 63.74

Mtn., Comfort, 2007	 723,459	 37,768	 307	 0	 2,273	 763,807	 62,600	 9%	 72,675,693	 95.15

2008	 698,964	 53,327	 596	 0	 1,936	 754,823	 -8,984	 -1%	 78,735,005	 104.31

2009	 473,687	 57,059	 410		  1,951	 533,107	 -221,716	 -29%	 71,467,250	 134.06

27”, 700C, 2007	 127,446	 45,397	 160	 502	 686	 174,191	 62,914	 57%	 43,412,903	 249.23

2008	 123,966	 50102	 94	 1,119	 2,147	 177,428	 3,237	 2%	 53,958,332	 304.11

2009	  137,365 	  63,023 	  87 	  75 	  2,045 	  202,595 	  25,167 	 14%	 64,605,432	 318.89

Other, 2007	 30,196	 686	 30	 537	 1,293	 32,742	 26,263	 405%	 1,221,741	 37.31

2008	 1,830	 747	 528	 253	 76	 3,434	 -29,308	 -90%	 234,023	 68.15

2009	 2,562	 3	 4	 494	 712	 3,775	 341	 10%	 222,786	 59.02

Totals ’07	 2,220,540	 107,276	 1,861	 1,039	 4,697	 2,335,413	 81,516	 4%	 168,239,752	 72.04

Totals ’08	 2,273,751	 143,912	 2,368	 1,374	 6,981	 2,428,386	 92,973	 4%	 189,154,183	 77.89

Totals ’09	 1,550,601	 127,226	 554	 630	 4,715	 1,683,726	 -744,660	 -31%	 168,089,587	 99.83

Difference ’08/’09	 -723,150	 -16,686	 -1,814	 -744	 -2,266	 -744,660		  0	 -21,064,596	 22

Percentage Change, ’08/’09	 -33%	 -16%	 -97%	 -72%	 -48%	 -31%			   -13%	 28%


